What happens after the jury.

After everyone leaves, the committee gets together to discuss and vote on each applicant. We create an official report, which goes to the board of Directors on Wednesday morning, and the Sunset on site festival manager gets a copy Wednesday night.

On Wednesday night (or any night after Wednesday) between 1 hour before sunset and an hour after sunset it’s your responsibility to call the pier or stop by to find out the committee’s decision. The number to call is (305) 292-7700 the pier manager will answer and let you know the committee’s decision.

If you are accepted then you must work at least one day in the next 30 days in order to “lock in” your acceptance if you don’t, than you will need to re-jury for a new acceptance.

If you are accepted by the committee you will be asked to acquire a Florida State Sales Tax License from the Florida Department of Revenue. It costs $5. The Key West office is located at 3106 Flagler Avenue or you can apply online at http://dor.myflorida.com/dor/eservices/apps/register/. 

What to Expect on your First Night of Selling

•  Come to the pier at lottery time (approximately two hours before sunset) – you can find out the exact time on our website www.sunsetcelebration.org. Be prepared to give your tax certificate copy to the pier manager, sign a release form, participate in the nightly lottery for space and pay the nightly set up fee (currently $15.00). Food participants must also bring a copy of all necessary licenses to sell food items as required by the State of Florida and the City of Key West.

•  The Lottery

Our nightly lottery is based on the seniority system which progresses from newcomer to regular participants. The seniority is as follows:

    * Newcomer – 1 to 60 days worked on the pier

    * Snowbird – 61 to 150 days worked on the pier

    * Snowbird in Waiting – 150 to 180 days (can move up to Regular when space becomes available)

    * Regular – 180 days or more (this is not automatic - refer to Snowbird in Waiting

•  Set-up Information

Set up spaces are eight feet wide and six feet deep. You must have room around your display for free passage so as not to use your neighbor’s space. The front three feet of your display can be no more than four feet high and the back three feet can be any height. No items are to be displayed on the ground.

•  Each participant must be on site for the entire time of Sunset Celebration but is entitled to a helper. No more than two people can be at each table working. No hawking of products is allowed. You many not advertise that you wholesale but certainly can discuss it.

•  The Pier Manager is hired by the board of CPS. He is the AUTHORITY ON THE PIER. If you have any questions or problems he is the one to talk to. He runs the lottery, resolves disputes, and stops harmful activity; and has the authority to suspend participants for bad behavior. The Pier Manager has a phone at the Kiosk. That number is (305) 292-7700. If you have a problem with anyone at the pier please call the pier manager first rather than confront the person yourself.

•  Electricity is provided for lighting or low amperage applications only. A good part of your sales may happen after sunset, so make sure to bring lights – 

•  We urge you to become a member of CPS  for a yearly fee of $20.00. There are many advantages such as being involved in the running of the organization through your votes as well as being able to sit on a committee or run for office. You will also be able to use our Visa/MasterCard facility for your sales as well as list on the Sunset Celebration website.

Good Luck, Participate, Enjoy!!!

